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2020 Has Arrived!!! 

 

From the Office 

The big news from the office this month is the announcement that our Principal, Mrs. 
Powell, will be retiring at the end of the school year.  Mrs. Powell has been the Principal for 
the past 7 years. Prior to her Principalship, she spent time at ÉMMS as a Classroom Teacher, 
Resource Teacher, and Guidance Counsellor before becoming the Vice Principal for two years. 
Mrs. Powell is a graduate of Queen’s University and began her teaching career in 1986. She 
called Leaf Rapids home after her graduation, serving in a variety of roles in the school before 
moving south for the 2002-03 school year. It goes without saying that the school community 
is a little torn by this announcement. The knowledge that Mrs. Powell is set to enjoy a 
well-earned retirement brings joy to everyone but seeing such a strong advocate for children 
leave the school is tough. Her legacy will be her “children first” core values which have 
become the center of our culture at ÉMMS.  

With the announcement that Mrs. Powell is retiring, the WSD Board of Trustees announced 
that Mr. Shindle, the current Vice Principal, has been appointed Principal beginning in the 
2020-21 school year. Mr. Shindle is in his 4th year as VP in the school which will allow for a 
smooth transition. The search for a new VP will begin soon.  
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“ROOTED IN CARING. COMMITTED TO LEARNING.” 

Student Illness Rates Return to Normal 

Following a significant spike in student illnesses before the Christmas break, ÉMMS is happy 
to be back to normal rates in the new year. We would like to extend our gratitude to all 
families who tolerated extra questions from the school and remained calm during a strange 
time. We are also thankful for the support from Manitoba Health in dealing with the issue.  

Let’s Talk 

Bell Let’s Talk Day is on January 29th. During the week we are 
hoping to have some meaningful discussions about mental 
health in the classrooms. Every effort we make can help end the 
stigma and bring mental health into conversations with friends 
and family, so be sure to continue the conversations at home. 

The focus this year is on preventative care, being more active, 
and taking care of yourself. 

February FUN Fridays! 

Friday, February 7 - Colour Day – Grade 5: black, Grade 6: green, Grade 7: blue, Grade 8: white 

Friday, February 7 – Grades 5 and 6 Mini Dance from 12:25 to 12:55 in the gym.  Cost is 50 
cents 

Friday, February 7 – Grades 7 and 8 Dance from 7:30 to 10:30 in the gym.  Grade 8s are in 
charge of parent chaperones.  Cost is $4.00.  Enter through the gym doors.  Let Mrs. Powell 
know if you are going to be late. 

Friday, February 14 – Red or Pink Day for Valentine’s Day 

Friday, February 21 – Whiteboard Shirt Day: wear a shirt that can be written on 

Friday, February 28 – Character Day – dress as your favourite book, 
movie, TV show, or cartoon character 

#WeAreBlazers 

Calendar Available at https://www.westernsd.mb.ca/school/mordenmiddle 

2 

 

https://www.westernsd.mb.ca/school/mordenmiddle


“ROOTED IN CARING. COMMITTED TO LEARNING.” 

 

Calendar Available at https://www.westernsd.mb.ca/school/mordenmiddle 
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“ROOTED IN CARING. COMMITTED TO LEARNING.” 

 

11th Annual Evening of Elegance 

Graduation is getting closer and so is the 11th Annual Evening of 
Elegance. This year the Evening of Elegance will be held on Tuesday, 
February 25th. It will run from 4:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. at a new venue: 
The Warehouse has generously offered to provide their space for this 
event.  Caring & Sharing, Morden Collegiate, and volunteers have 
once again been working together to provide an evening where 
graduates can enjoy choosing a dress, suit, or accessories for their 

big day! This is only made possible by volunteers and support from the community through 
donations and time helping with this event. Those who would like to contribute may feel free 
new or gently-used items, with drop-offs accepted by Betty Peters at EMMS or Rosemary Zahn 
& Angie Muggridge at Morden Collegiate Institute.  We anticipate an evening where students, 
parents, and friends can delight in the atmosphere, dainties, and company as you prepare for 
the upcoming Graduation Day! 

Calendar Available at https://www.westernsd.mb.ca/school/mordenmiddle 
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“ROOTED IN CARING. COMMITTED TO LEARNING.” 

Calendar Available at https://www.westernsd.mb.ca/school/mordenmiddle 
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“ROOTED IN CARING. COMMITTED TO LEARNING.” 

Canadian Parents for French (CPF) -Morden Chapter 
 
CPFMorden@outlook.com 
Find us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram! 

Next Meeting 

Our next CPF meeting will be Wednesday Feb 19 at 7pm 
in the staff room at Maple Leaf School.  All parents are 
welcome to attend.  Meetings are held in English and childcare is available for a suggested 
donation of $1/child. 

Come see us at Winterfest! 

Grade 4 French Immersion students will be demonstrating how a loom works to make a 
traditional French-Canadian ceinture fléchée at this year’s Winterfest.  Winterfest is a free 
multicultural celebration held at the Access Event Centre on February 15 from 12:30-4:30. 

Concours d’art oratoire 

Once again, all French Immersion students from Grade 5-8 will participate in Concours d’art 
oratoire, which is a French public speaking competition.  Students will soon begin writing 
their pieces for the school level competition that will take place in March.  Winners from the 
school level will move on to the Provincial Concours competition at Université de 
Saint-Boniface on May 2, 2020. 

Festival du Voyageur 

Are you looking for a great way to expose your child to French language and culture?  Make 
sure to check out the Festival du Voyageur in Winnipeg from Feb 14-23.  More information is 
available at www.hehe.ca/en/ 

 
Parent Advisory Council 

PAC held the monthly meeting in the Library on January 20th. The meeting included a short 
presentation on the current Education System in Manitoba in anticipation of the release of 
the Education Review Report in the coming months. Other topics included a discussion of 
“Keyboarding” and “Cursive Writing” as instructional topics and continued growth of the 
school, which is projected at 650+ students for the fall of 2020. The next meeting will be 
TUESDAY  February 18th at 7:00 pm in the Library.  

Calendar Available at https://www.westernsd.mb.ca/school/mordenmiddle 
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